
Emily Terrell, President 
612-805-1874 
emilyterrell@mnsecondchance.org 
www.mnsecondchance.org

2022 Legislative Agenda  
The Minnesota Second Chance Coalition (MNSCC)’s mission is to advocate for fair responsible policies and
  practices enabling persons with justice system involvement to support themselves and their families and  
contribute to their communities to their fullest potential. We have been doing so for more than 10 years.    

Legislative Priorities  

Clean Slate Act (HF1152):
The Clean Slate Act would create an automatic expungement mechanism for certain low-level petty
misdemeanor, misdemeanor, and gross misdemeanor offenses after the conditions of sentence and
crime-free waiting period requirements are satisfied. The provision applies to adults as well as juvenile
dispositions (youth records are not automatically sealed yet!).

Bill number: HF 1152

Aiding and abetting felony murder law reform:
Minnesota Second Chance Coalition believes that people should not be punished for the actions of another.
However, because of Minnesota’s aiding and abetting felony murder doctrine, people can be punished for
murder even when they didn’t kill anyone, or even intend for another person to die. A recent study (report
and executive summary linked on this page) shows that this doctrine is used to over-punish Black people
and young people at disproportionate rates, and that most people charged under this doctrine have little to
no prior criminal history. We stand with Felony Murder Law Reform in calling for changes so that
Minnesotans are only held accountable for the mistakes that they make, and not punished for the homicidal
acts of another.

Bill number: pending. Authors in the Senate include Sens. Chamberlain and Pratt.
Note: The changes sought are part of the unanimous recommendations of the Aiding and Abetting
Felony Murder Law Task Force (study linked above)

MNSCC Also Supports

Minnesota Second Chance Coalition supports the following initiatives and proposed legislation in addition to
our Legislative Priorities.

Reduce the Impact of Fines and Fees:
We had a big win in 2021! Laws were changed so that Minnesotans can no longer have their driver’s
licenses revoked for unpaid traffic tickets and other violations that don’t impact public safety. However,
this law did not help people who had their licenses revoked due to inability to pay in the past. MNSCC
joins a diverse range of stakeholders in calling for a law so that people who have had their license
revoked for inability to pay have their license restored.
Bill number: SF 432

https://mn.gov/doc/about/legislative-info/aiding-abetting/
https://fmlr.org/


MN Recovery and Reinvestment Act:
This important bill increases funding and incentives for rehabilitative programming for people who are
incarcerated. MNSCC is clear that a fair second chance means the opportunity to address the root
causes of harm and supports that help set someone on a path to better. This bill would greatly expand
services and supports for people incarcerated, so that they’re better neighbors when they’re released.
Bill number: HF 2349

Juvenile Justice Package:  
The current state of knowledge of adolescent brain development allows us to reconsider the impacts of
policies regarding juvenile justice-involvement on young people. We are proud to stand alongside our
partners at MN Coalition for Youth Justice to support a juvenile justice reform package with those
considerations in mind.  

HF 2749 - Requiring parental notification and consultation with an attorney when police interrogate a
young person.

HF 968 - Amending DHS disqualifications for youth offenses, which bar people from being licensed in
many common occupations for behavior they exhibited as youth.

HF 416 - In 2017, the United States Supreme Court rendered invalid all youth life-without-parole  
sentences imposed by mandatory statute and Minnesota has not followed suit. We support legislation  
that eliminates the possibility of life-without-parole sentences for crimes committed before the age of 18.

HF 922/SF 898 - Eliminates public hearings and records for youth ages 16 and 17 charged with a felony,
 creates a statewide detention Risk Assessment Instrument (RAI)

HF 947/SF 951 - Raises the age of juvenile jurisdiction from 10 to 13 years old, ends visual strip
searches, and restricts the use of solitary confinement/Disciplinary Room Time (DRT)  

Voting Rights Restoration:
Contrary to widespread belief, Minnesotans do not regain the right to vote when they've finished
serving their prison time. Only once they've finished lengthy periods of supervision can they
participate in our democracy and teach their children civic responsibility. MNSCC believes that people
working and paying taxes in their communities should be able to vote for their elected officials.
Bill number: HF 876 / SF 1010

Violence Free Minnesota
We are proud to support Violence Free Minnesota’s 2022 Legislative Agenda. Violence Free Minnesota is
a statewide coalition of over 90 member programs working to end relationship abuse across the state.
The 2022 agenda includes:
$15M Annual increase in base funding to crime victim services
Survivor Justice Act/Resentencing Bill
Ending Revocation for Technical Violations and other, crucial, proposals.

https://www.legalrightscenter.org/coalition-for-youth-justice.html
https://www.vfmn.org/_files/ugd/f4bdb8_85b066250f8d45a5b3161146007d084d.pdf


www.reallygreatsite.com

All other common law countries have abolished these laws
including England, Canada, Ireland, Scotland and India

The trends across the United States are for reform and have been
doing so for over 50 years! Some states have abolished, others
reformed. 

Sentencing Disparities That Are Unacceptable

A Task Force including county attorneys, police chiefs, victim
advocates, impacted people, public defenders, and other experts
examined Minnesota’s aiding and abetting felony murder
doctrine, compared it to other states, and looked at patterns in
who is charged and punished under the doctrine. We strongly
encourage you to review the key findings and recommendations
included in the task force report

What Do Victims Want

How Do Other Countries & States Address This

Who is Being Punished this way

What Reform Looks Like
Limit the charge of murder to those who commit murder, aided
and abetted the murder or acted with such reckless disregard for
human life.
Allow those currently serving under these unjust laws to apply for
a resentencing and be held accountable for the crimes they did
commit versus the crimes of someone else.
These reforms would only impact aiders and abetters.  People
who kill would still be punished for the murder.

Felony Murder Law Reform
In Minnesota people can be charged and convicted of murder even
though they did not kill anyone nor intend for anyone to die! This is
because of our aiding and abetting felony murder doctrine

56% of those charged are under the age of 25! 
48% charged are black and 64% of those convicted are POC
Majority have little or no crimial history

The Minnesota Alliance on Crime, with member organizations in
communities and prosecutors’ offices across the state agrees:
people should be held accountable for what they do, not for what
somebody else does. MAC also agrees that aiding and abetting
felony murder leads to  over-punishing aiders and abettors, and
that people currently punished under this doctrine should be able
to petition for retroactive relief.

There are MANY cases where the aider and abetter has received
a longer sentance than the person who commited the murder. 
 This does not align with common sense public safety

2021 Legislative Task Force

BRIANA- 13.5 YRS
H U G S  A N D  K I S S E S

MEGAN- 13.5 YRS
H U G S  A N D  K I S S E S

KRYSTAL- 15 YRS
H U G S  A N D  K I S S E S

LOUISE- 25 yrs

MAUREEN- LIFE!



LEGISLATIVE TASK FORCE ON AIDING AND ABETTING FELONY MURDER
A Task Force including county attorneys, police chief, victim advocates, impacted people, public defenders,
and other experts examined Minnesota’s aiding and abetting felony murder doctrine, compared it to
other states, and looked at patterns in who is charged and punished under the doctrine. This Task Force
unanimously agreed upon the following:

Recommendations as found in the report:
 

1. Revising relevant statutes such that those who aid andabet felonies are not liable for murder where the
aider and abettor did not: a. kill another; b. otherwise contribute to the homicidal acts of another while
intending to kill; nor, c. act with reckless disregard for human life as a major participant in a felony where a
human died.
 2. Revising relevant statutes such that people previously convicted of aiding and abetting felony murder
may petition the court for relief.
3. Implementing reforms beyond mere adoption of an affirmative defense for aiding and abetting felony
murder.
4. Expanding the Task Force’s mandate and timeline to undertake similar work as it applies to Minnesota’s
felony murder doctrine, and/or aiding and abetting liability generally.

 

Key Findings as found in the report:
 

*The adverse consequences of Minnesota’s aiding and abetting felony murder doctrine outweigh its
benefits.
*Studies on deterrence, incarceration’s lack of impact on re-offense, and adolescent brain development
raise concerns with this doctrine. 
*Young people, people charged by Hennepin County, Black people, and males with little to no prior
criminal history make up the largest groups of people charged, convicted, and sentenced under this
doctrine. 
*Recent national trends are to limit aiding and abetting felony murder liability, not expand it. 
*Victims and those convicted under the doctrine support limiting aiding and abetting felony murder
liability, with avenues for retroactive relief

 
To review the entire Task Force Report go to:

https://mn.gov/doc/assets/AAFM-LegislativeReport_2-1-22_tcm1089-517039.pdf
 

FMLR Contact Information:
fmlr.minnesota@gmail.com

or
PO Box 13381

Minneapolis, MN 55414

https://mn.gov/doc/assets/AAFM-LegislativeReport_2-1-22_tcm1089-517039.pdf


 

Minnesota Rehabilitation and Reinvestment Act 
 

The Minnesota Rehabilitation and Reinvestment Act (MRRA) offers smart sentencing reforms based on how people 
spend their time in prison – not just how much time they spend.  
 
The proposal has four components:  
• Individualized Rehabilitation Plan (IRP). Each person will receive a robust assessment that is used to set concrete, 

personalized rehabilitation goals.  
 
• Earned Release. People can earn earlier release by participating in rehabilitation prescribed by their Plan. Example 

activities include substance abuse treatment, mental health counseling, vocational skills training and education.  
 
• Earned Supervision Abetment. Once released, people can again earn a shortened period of community supervision, 

known as Supervision Abatement, by meeting goals of a personalized plan. Examples of these tailored goals include 
maintaining employment, chemical health aftercare programming and mental health follow-up counseling, and 
positive family and community reintegration. 

 
• Justice Reinvestment Fund. Savings will be reinvested equally across four areas: victim support services; strategic 

investments in crime prevention and intervention initiatives; reinvestment in community-based correctional programs; 
and the state general fund. 

 
The graph below illustrates how these features will come together for a person sentenced to 100 months.  

 

Current System

MRRA

The Minnesota Rehabilitation And Reinvestment Act In Action 

Incarcerated Supervised Release State Savings

Minnesota’s  Challenge Incarceration 
Program (CIP) evaluation data show that a 
rehabilitative approach works. 
 
     

New 
Crime: 

 
 35% 
less 
likely  

Spend:  
 

$4,600 
less 
per 

person   

IRP 
Earned 
Release 

End 
Supervision

.  

 

Good for  
Public Safety 

Smart 
Management 

38 other states have earned release policies 

 



O U R  V I S I O N

The Minnesota Coalition for Youth

Justice works to bring together

diverse community members and

organizations advocating for

youth justice. We believe that

transformational change is

imperative for Minnesota youth to

access justice that is led with

equity and love, rooted in

humanity, and responsive to the

strengths and needs of youth,

families, and communities. 

To ensure equitable outcomes for

all youth, the Minnesota Coalition

for Youth Justice advocates for

policies, practices and programs

that reduce racial and ethnic

disparities, treat youth and

families with dignity, and are

informed by anti-racist and

culturally sound practices.

2 0 2 2  Y O U T H  J U S T I C E

L E G I S L A T I V E

P R I O R I T I E S

B I L L S  W E ' R E

F O L L O W I N G :

To learn more about this

coalition and the bills we

support, please contact:

Malaika Eban

meban@legalrightscenter.org

Throughout the course of

adolescence, during typical periods

and when a youth is in crisis,

communities are empowered with

the resources and support to provide

culturally-affirming care, rooted in

an understanding of human

development. The youth justice

system is responsive to the specific

needs of youth, families, and

communities and intervenes with a

response appropriate to the need.

HF 922/ SF 898 (link) - Eliminating public

hearings for certain youth offenses 

HF 947/ SF 951 (link) - Raising the lower

age of juvenile court jurisdiction and

detention to 13, ending visual strip

searches and the use of punitive solitary

confinement for youth in correctional

facilities

HF 2749 (link) - Requiring parental

notification and consultation with an

attorney in juvenile interrogations

HF 968 (link) - Amending DHS

disqualifications for youth offenses

HF 1152 / SF 1856 (link) - Creating an

automatic expungement process for

certain offenses

HF 416 (link) - Ending juvenile life

without release sentencing

 

https://www.legalrightscenter.org/coalition-for-youth-justice.html
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF922&ssn=0&y=2021
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/Info/hf922
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?f=HF922&b=house&y=2022&ssn=0
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/Info/hf922
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/Information/BillNumber?FileNumber=hf947
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF2749&ssn=0&y=2022
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/Information/BillNumber?FileNumber=hf968
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=house&f=HF1152&ssn=0&y=2021
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/Information/BillNumber?FileNumber=hf416
https://www.legalrightscenter.org/coalition-for-youth-justice.html


A B O U T  U S

The child's parent or guardian must be notified. Law enforcement must

document their attempts to make contact with the parent or guardian.

The child must have a confidential consultation with an attorney. This

consultation may not be waived, and if the child or their guardian cannot

identify an attorney, the peace officer must facilitate contact with the

public defender. 

Any statement made or information obtained in violation of the above is

not admissible as evidence against the child.

The provisions in HF2749 ensure that before a youth can be interrogated by

a peace officer:

The bill also ensures that statements made by a child to correctional, school,

or social services staff without attorney consultation also cannot be used as

evidence in a criminal or delinquency proceeding.

Y O U T H  P R O T E C T I O N S

I N  I N T E R R O G A T I O N S

To learn more about this bill or our coalition, please contact:

Malaika Eban | Director of Community Strategy at the Legal Rights Center|

meban@legalrightscenter.org

H F  2 7 4 9   ( L I N K  T O  B I L L ) :

T h e  M i n n e s o t a  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  Y o u t h  J u s t i c e  w o r k s  t o  b r i n g

t o g e t h e r  d i v e r s e  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s

a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  y o u t h  j u s t i c e .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l

c h a n g e  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  f o r  M i n n e s o t a  y o u t h  t o  a c c e s s  j u s t i c e  t h a t  i s

l e d  w i t h  e q u i t y  a n d  l o v e ,  r o o t e d  i n  h u m a n i t y ,  a n d  r e s p o n s i v e  t o

t h e  s t r e n g t h s  a n d  n e e d s  o f  y o u t h ,  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s .  

B I L L  S U M M A R Y

T H E  R A T I O N A L E
L i k e  a d u l t s ,  y o u t h  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e m a i n  s i l e n t  a n d  t h e  r i g h t

t o  a n  a t t o r n e y .  H o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  a d o l e s c e n c e ,  y o u t h  a r e

p r o n e  t o  p r i o r i t i z e  s h o r t  t e r m  s t r e s s  r e l i e f  o v e r  l o n g  t e r m

c o n s e q u e n c e s .  T h e  J u v e n i l e  L a w  C e n t e r  n o t e s  t h a t  " a d o l e s c e n t s

w a i v e  t h e i r  M i r a n d a  r i g h t s  a t  a n  a s t o u n d i n g  r a t e  o f  9 0 %  a n d

m a k e  f a l s e  c o n f e s s i o n s  a t  e x p o n e n t i a l l y  h i g h e r  r a t e s  t h a n

a d u l t s . "  W e  m u s t  f i g h t  t o  p r o t e c t  c h i l d r e n ' s  f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t s .  

https://www.legalrightscenter.org/coalition-for-youth-justice.html
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF2749&ssn=0&y=2022
https://jlc.org/issues/youth-interrogations


THE COALITION TO END RELATIONSHIP ABUSE
Contact Katie Kramer at 651.646.6177 x127 or kkramer@vfmn.org to discuss how you can make Minnesota safer for all. 

60 East Plato Boulevard, Suite 230 • Saint Paul, Minnesota 55107 • Voice: 651.646.6177 •  Fax: 651.646.1527 • www.vfmn.org

2/9/2022

2022 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
VIOLENCE FREE MINNESOTA

Violence Free Minnesota is a statewide coalition of over 90 member programs 
working to end relationship abuse across the state. 

PROACTIVE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Increase in Base Funding to Crime Victim Services 
$12.5 million in Fiscal Year 2023 and $8.75 million in Fiscal Year 2024 and beyond.

In collaboration, Minnesota’s crime victim coalitions request the State increase the investment in victims/
survivors and the programs that serve them.

Programs need additional government funding in order to provide critical safety services to survivors and 
their children. This funding would help fill the direct needs of programs and survivors by providing direct 
client assistance to survivors, competitive wages for direct service staff, hotel stays, culturally responsive 
programming, prevention programming, and more. 

Administered by the Department of Public Safety’s Office of Justice Programs (DPS/OJP)

SUPPORTIVE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Survivors Justice Act/Resentencing Bill
Allows judges to take the domestic abuse experienced by someone who committed a crime into account 
when determining their sentence; and allows someone already serving time for a crime they committed in 
connection to their own abuse to apply to have their sentence reduced in light of the abuse. 

Many incarcerated individuals are victim/survivors of domestic and sexual violence. According to the ACLU, 
nearly 60% of people in women’s prisons nationwide - and as many as 94% of some women’s prison 
populations - have histories of domestic and/or sexual abuse prior to incarceration. For some incarcerated 
survivors, early victimization can be a catalyst for behaviors that entangle them in the criminal justice 
system as young people. For others, the crimes that they are serving time for are directly linked to an 
abusive relationship, coercion, and threats of violence.

Ending Revocation for Technical Violations
This bill would end the practice of sending people to jail/prison for technical violations; a technical violation is 
a violation of a condition of their release, not a new crime. A violation of a condition of release is better 
addressed through community-based services and programming, as opposed to confinement. 

Housing and Economic Justice Policies

Reform Minnesota’s Eviction Laws: Protect the rights of survivors to access affordable housing by passing 
legislation to require increased notice prior to an eviction and more accessibility to eviction expungement. 
Survivors often face evictions based on factors that are tied directly to the abuse they have suffered, and 
those evictions can impact their housing stability for years to come. We must pass legislation that requires 
landlords to provide increased notice prior to filing eviction, prevents eviction filings from being added to a 
tenant’s public record, and provides more access to eviction expungement. Passing these common-sense 
eviction reforms can stop survivors from being wrongly evicted and unfairly denied housing.



THE COALITION TO END RELATIONSHIP ABUSE
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2022 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
VIOLENCE FREE MINNESOTA

Violence Free Minnesota is a statewide coalition of over 90 member programs 
working to end relationship abuse across the state. 

Prohibit Source of Income Discrimination: Stop source of income discrimination against survivors who 
use vouchers and other forms of financial assistance to access safe and affordable housing by amending 
the Minnesota Human Rights Act. Housing benefits, such as vouchers, provide critical financial support 
many survivors need to leave an abusive situation. Yet landlords can - and often do - deny rental 
applications from voucher holders, leaving many survivors unable to locate affordable housing. This type 
of discrimination has a dangerous impact on survivors and must be prevented.

Create Safety Leave Protections for Survivors: Ensure that survivors can take “safety leave” from work 
without the risk of losing their jobs or income. Abusive situations often need to relocate, seek legal help, 
obtain counseling, and connect with other services for themselves and their families. To address these 
safety concerns, survivors need to take time away from work, but under current law there are no 
protections for them to do so without losing income or risking job loss. Passing Paid Family and Medical 
Leave and Earned Sick and Safe Time laws that include coverage for “safety leave” can ensure that 
survivors will not be punished for securing their basic safety and wellbeing.

Fund Survivor-Centered Housing Programming: Domestic violence is one of the top five reasons that 
people in Minnesota experience homelessness. To combat this crisis, we must create affordable housing 
options that meet the unique needs of survivors. We must grow survivor-centered transitional housing 
options and stand-up domestic violence housing first programming that includes flexible financial 
assistance, mobile advocacy, and community engagement. These efforts must support survivors from 
historically marginalized communities, and should be led by culturally specific programs. These are 
essential step to preventing homelessness for survivors and their children.

SUPPORTIVE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 
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2022 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
VIOLENCE FREE MINNESOTA

Violence Free Minneosta (formerly MCBW) is an 
association of over 90 programs that  
provide critical core public safety and crime  
victim services in all 87 counties.

*360 Communities/Lewis House, Dakota, Carver, Goodhue, Hennepin, Ramsey 
Advocacy Center of Winona, Winona 
Advocates for Family Peace, Itasca, Northern St. Louis 
Advocates for Human Rights, International 
Advocates of the Bemidji Area, Beltrami
*Alexandra House, Anoka
*American Indian Community Housing Organization, St. Louis, Koochiching, 
Lake, Cook, Itasca
*Anna Marie’s Alliance, Sherburne, Benton, Stearns, Mille Lacs, Wright 
ARRC Shelter, Hubbard
*Asian Women United of MN, Hennepin, Ramsey 
Battered Women’s Justice Project, National 
Bluff Country Family Resources, Filmore, Houston 
Bois Forte Tribal Government - Victim Services, Nett Lake, Koochiching, St. Louis 
Brave of Heart, Washington 
Breaking Free, Ramsey
*Casa de Esperanza, Hennepin, Ramsey
*Committee Against Domestic Abuse, Brown, Nicollet, Blue Earth, LeSueur, 
Sibley, Waseca, Watonwan, Faribault, Martin 
Community Health Services, Polk, Norman, Clay, Pennington 
Community Stabilization Project, Ramsey 
Community University Health Care Center, Hennepin 
Comunidades Latinas Unidas En Servicios (CLUES), Hennepin, Ramsey
*Cornerstone Advocacy Services, Hennepin 
Crime Victim Resource Center – Mayo Clinic, Mower 
Crisis Resource Center of Steele County, Steele 
CURA-POT, Ramsey 
Division of Indian Work, Hennepin 
Domestic Abuse Intervention Programs, St. Louis 
Domestic Abuse Project, Hennepin 
East Side Neighborhood Services, Anoka, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey
*Equay Wiigamig, Red Lake Reservation, Beltrami
*Family Pathways, Chisago, Isanti, Kanabec, Pine, Carlton 
Family Safety Network, Cass, Clearwater, Hubbard 
Freeborn County Crime Victim Crisis Center, Freeborn 
Friends Against Abuse, Koochiching, Lake of the Woods 
Gender Violence Institute, Statewide 
Global Rights for Women, International 
Hands of Hope Resource Center, Morrison, Todd 
Hmong American Partnership, Ramsey 
Healing Opportunity Provided Equally (HOPE), Aitkin, Crow Wing 
Hope Center, Rice
*Hope Coalition, Goodhue, Wabasha 
Indigenous Women’s Life Net, Ramsey, Hennepin 
Kissy's Stay Put Services, Hennepin
Karen Organization of Minnesota, Statewide
*Lakes Crisis and Resource Center, Becker & surrounding area 
Martin County Victim Services, Martin 
McLeod Alliance for Victims of Domestic Violence, McLeod 
Men As Peacemakers - Men and Masculine Folk Network, Statewide
*Mid-Minnesota Women’s Center, Cass, Crow Wing, Morrison, Todd, Wadena

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Family Violence Prevention Program, Aitkin, Crow Wing, 
Kanabec, Mille Lacs, Morrison, Otter Tail, Pine 
Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless, Statewide  
Minnesota Elder Justice Center, Statewide 
Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center, Hennepin
*Missions, Inc. - Home Free, Hennepin 

New Horizons Crisis Center, Lincoln, Lyon, Murray, Redwood 

North Shore Horizons, Lake 

Northwest Indian Community Development Center, Beltrami

*Northwoods Battered Women’s Shelter, Beltrami, Cass 

Oasis of Love Crisis Intervention, Hennepin 

OutFront Minnesota, Statewide 

Pearl Crisis Center, Mille Lacs 

Phumulani: Minnesota African Women Against Domestic Violence, Anoka, 

Hennepin, Ramsey, Washington 

Pillsbury United Communities, Hennepin 

Praxis International, National 

Rape and Abuse Crisis Center of Fargo-Moorhead, Clay, Wilkin 

Rivers of Hope, Wright
*Safe Avenues, Kandiyohi, Swift, Chippewa, Lac Qui Parle, Renville, Meeker, 
McLeod

*Safe Haven Shelter and Resource Center, St. Louis, Carlton, Aitkin, Itasca, Lake, 

Cook, Koochiching 

SEWA-AIFW (Asian Indian Family Wellness), Hennepin, Ramsey 

Sexual Violence Center, Hennepin, Carver, Scott 

*Sojourner Project, Hennepin, Carver, Dakota, Ramsey 

Someplace Safe, Big Stone, Grant, Pope, Stevens, Douglas, Traverse, Wilkin, Otter 
Tail, Wadena Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services (SMRLS), Southern 

Minnesota Southern Valley Alliance, Carver, Scott 

Southwest Crisis Center, Noble, Pipestone, Rock, Cottonwood, Jackson

St. Paul and Ramsey County Intervention Project, Ramsey 
Standpoint, Statewide 
Stevens County Victim Witness, Stevens 
ThinkSelf, Statewide 
Transforming Generations, Ramsey, Hennepin, Washington, Dakota
*Tubman, Anoka, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Washington
*Violence Intervention Project, Red Lake, Pennington, Marshall, Kittson, Roseau 
Violence Prevention Center, Cook 
White Earth DOVE Program, White Earth Reservation, Mahnomen, Becker, 
Clearwater 
WISE, Statewide
*Women of Nations, Anoka, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Washington
*Women’s Advocates, Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott, 
Washington 
WoMen’s Rural Advocacy Programs, Lincoln, Lyon, Yellow Medicine, Redwood
*Women’s Shelter and Support Center, Dodge, Fillmore, Olmsted & 
surrounding counties 
WOVAN, Ramsey
Yellow Medicine County Victim Services, Yellow Medicine

*Emergency Shelter Program



Since 2014, Minnesota has had a petition-based 
expungement system in place. The Clean Slate Act 
of 2022, if enacted, would automate expungements 
for some of the offenses that already qualify for 
expungement under the current petition process. 

The bipartisan legislation, HF1152/SF1856, is authored 
by Rep. Jamie Long and Senator Roger Chamberlain.

Minnesota Clean Slate Act

Criteria for qualifying for automatic expungement:

1.  If person was arrested and all charges were dismissed after a 
case was filed unless dismissal was based on a finding that the 
defendant was incompetent to proceed. 

2.  If all pending actions or proceedings were resolved in favor of 
the person. 

3.  Person successfully completed the terms of a diversion 
program or stay of adjudication and has not been petitioned 
or charged with another offense, other than an offense that 
would be a petty misdemeanor, for one year immediately 
following completion of the diversion program or stay of 
adjudication.

4.  Person was adjudicated delinquent for, convicted of, or 
received a stayed sentence for a qualifying offense.

5.  Person has not been convicted of a new offense, other than 
an a petty misdemeanor, in Minnesota during the application 
waiting period immediately following discharge of the 
disposition or sentence for the crime.

6.  Person is not charged with an offense in Minnesota at the time 
the person reaches the end of the applicable waiting period.

Qualifying offenses for  
automatic expungement:

Petty Misdemeanor Offenses 
NOT including traffic regulation relating to 
the operation or parking of motor vehicles.

 Misdemeanor Offenses 

NOT including any of the following:

• Fourth degree driving while impaired
• Violation of an order for protection
• Fifth degree assault 
• Domestic assault
• Violation of a harassment restraining order
• Interference with emergency call
• Obscene or harassing phone calls
• Indecent exposure
• Interference with privacy
• Violation of domestic abuse no contact order

Gross Misdemeanor Offenses 

NOT including any of the following:

• Second degree driving while impaired
• Third degree driving while impaired
• Violation of an order for protection
• Fourth degree or fifth degree assault 
• Domestic assault
• Criminal neglect
• Fifth degree criminal sexual conduct 
• Malicious punishment of a child
• Escape from custody
• Tampering with witness
• Fourth degree burglary 

• Interference with privacy
• Violation of a harassment restraining order
• Harassment or stalking
• Interference with emergency call
• Indecent exposure
• Nonconsensual dissemination of private  

sexual images
• Violation of domestic abuse no-contact order



Felony offenses are ineligible for an automatic expungement

Felony offenses deemed to be a gross misdemeanor pursuant to section 609.13, subd. 1 remain ineligible. 
Gross misdemeanor offenses are ineligible for automatic expungement if deemed a misdemeanor pursuant 
to 609.13, subd. 2.

Waiting period for an 
expungement:

Petty Misdemeanors  
and Misdemeanors: 

Two years
Gross Misdemeanors: 

Four years

Supporters:

Minnesota County Attorneys 
Association (MCAA)

Minnesota Catholic 
Conference

Minneapolis Regional
Chamber

Justice Action Network Minnesota Second 
Chance Coalition

Other States:
Since 2018, five states have 
enacted automatic expungement 
relief – Pennsylvania, Utah, 
Michigan, Connecticut and 
Delaware. Several other states 
including Louisiana, Texas, 
Oregon, New York, Colorado, 
Missouri, and other states are 
considering legislation this year.

Public Safety Protections:

• Automatic expungements are more limited compared to the 
current petition process.

• Courts, prosecutors, and law enforcement agencies still have 
access to expunged record data.

• Expunged record of conviction will be disclosed for the 
purposes of a background study by DHS and other licensing 
boards and agencies if required.

• Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) responsible for 
maintaining records and processing automatic expungements.

• BCA required to notify each arresting and citing law 
enforcement agency that expungement relief was granted.

• Prosecuting attorney shall notify victims under the manner 
provided in 611A.03, subd. 1 and 2.

• In any subsequent prosecution of a person granted 
expungement relief, the expunged criminal record has the 
same effect as if the relief was not granted.


